The PST system

Since the number of occupations was very large in England even before the industrial
revolution and grew greatly during its course it is necessary to group the individual
occupational descriptors into categories in order to simplify comparison and analysis.
This is a task which has arisen whenever such data were collected. Every time a
country takes a census which includes information about occupation, for example,
those directing the census must define a system of categorisation, and all such systems
reflect the interests and assumptions prevailing at the time as in the 1851 census, the
first British census to face this problem squarely. The 1851 system was, to modern
eyes, bizarre in that the key principle employed was the kind of material used in a
given industry. As a result cotton and wool manufactures were in quite separate
classes since one is made from a vegetable raw material, the other from an animal raw
material. As a rough generalisation the commonest schemes have been industry
based, or else the groupings have attempted to encapsulate a system of social ranking.

The PST system (primary, secondary, tertiary) might be said to be demand- rather
than production-orientated.® The reason for making use of a system which
distinguishes between the production of raw materials (agriculture, mining); all forms
of production working up the raw materials to produce a finished product; and the
provision of services, isthat the relative size of the three sectorsis largely determined
by the prevailing level of real incomes which in turn governs the structure of
aggregate demand. Income elasticities of demand for the outputs of the three sectors
are such that, with rising real incomes, the proportion of aggregate demand devoted to
the products of each sector will tend to change radically. Where the bulk of the
population is only able to afford the necessities of life, three-quarters or more of the
labour force will be employed on the land. When an increasing proportion of the
population can afford what the classical economists termed ‘ comforts manufacturing
industries will grow disproportionately quickly. And if incomes rise still further
tertiary employment will benefit far more even than manufacture. Thus in advanced
economies today more than 80 per cent of the labour force is to be found in tertiary
employment.

An early example of the benefits of using the PST system may be found in a recent
study of change in mid-nineteenth century England (Wrigley, 2004). Since then it has
been substantially refined. For example, the coding system is now such that the
successive stages in the making, trading, and selling of a given product can be
followed through simply (thus, making pottery and chinaware is 2.11.2, dealing in the
same is 3.11.2, and selling it is 4.11.2). It has proved very well adapted to meeting
the needs of the current research project.

A common problem with systems of occupational classification is that it is very
difficult to compare accurately results produced by using different systems. The same
original data can look substantially different processed according to the assumptions
embodied in different systems. Accordingly, we have made provision to alow

! This three-fold system of division and the terms involved were first formulated by Colin Clark (Clark,
1957; esp. ch. 8).



interchange between the PST system and the widely employed Booth-Armstrong
system, and also between PST and the recently devised HISCO system which is
specifically intended to facilitate exchange and comparison of data from different
countries. The PST/Booth-Armstrong interface is largely complete. We intend to
finish thiswork and to establish a similar interface with HISCO as our work develops.
In both cases ‘maintenance’ work will be needed with each new data set as new
occupations descriptors appear in our ‘dictionary’. We have created a series of 1ook-
up tables which code our occupational datasets. Thisis being continuously up-dated.
It currently recognises 26,000 raw occupational descriptors. The current total of
genuinely different occupations recognised by the systemiis c. 3,000.

Table 1 indicates the broad range of categories while table 2 gives a sense of the detail
and sophistication of the system.

Tablel
The PST System

PRIMARY 1
The products of land and water 11
Farming and market gardening 1.11
Animal husbandry 1.1.2
Gardening and estate work 1.1.3
Forestry 114
Fishing 1.1.5
Products of land and water, other 1.1.10
Direction, supervision of farming, forestry, fishing 1.1.20
Mining and quarrying 1.2
Miner 1.20
Coa mining 1.21
Lead mining 1.2.2
Tin mining 1.2.3
Copper mining 1.2.4
Iron mining 125
Salt mining 1.2.6
Quarrying 1.2.7
Mining and quarrying, other 1.210
Direction, supervision of mining, quarrying 1.220
SECONDARY 2
Food, drink, and tobacco 2.3
Cereal products 2.3.1
Other vegetable products 2.3.2
Meat, fish, poultry products 2.3.3
Dairy products 2.3.4
Alcoholic drinks 2.3.5
Soft drinks 2.3.6
Tea, coffee, etc. 2.3.7
Tobacco 2.3.8
Food and drink, other 2.3.10
Direction, supervision of food, drink, tobacco manufacture 2.3.20



Clothing and footwear

Clothing manufacture

Hats, gloves, stockings

Boots and shoes

Clothing and footwear, other
Direction, supervision of clothing and footwear
Textiles

Textile occupations

Woollen and worsted manufacture
Cotton manufacture

Linen, jute manufacture

Silk manufacture

Lace manufacture

Textiles, other

Direction, supervision of textiles
Wood industries

Wood processing

Furniture making

Fence, lath, hurdle, pole making
Cask making

Cork manufacture

Brush, broom making
Woodenware manufacture
Woodworking

Wood industries, other

Direction, supervision of wood industries
Industries using leather, hair, bone, straw, other fibres
L eather industries

Fur industries

Bone, horn industries

Hair, feather industries

Rope making

Straw, rush industries

Othersin leather, etc.

Direction, supervision of leather, hair, bone, etc. industries

Furnishing

Carpet, mat, rug making

Soft furnishings

Furnishing, other

Paper industries

Paper making (incl. vellum and parchment)
Paper products

Paper, other

Direction, supervison of paper making

Printing and publishing

Printing

Publishing

Direction, supervision of printing and publishing
Earthenware, pottery manufacture
Earthenware

Pottery, chinaware

Earthenware, pottery, other

Direction, supervision of earthenware manufacture

2.4
2.4.1
2.4.2
2.4.3
2.4.10
2.4.20

2.5
2.5.0
2.5.1
2.5.2
2.5.3
2.5.4
2.5.5
2.5.10
2.5.20

2.6
6.0
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
2.6.10
2.6.20

2.7

2.7.1
2.7.2
2.7.3
2.7.4
2.7.5
2.7.6
2.7.10
2.7.20
2.8
2.8.1
2.8.2
2.8.10
2.9
2.9.1
2.9.2
2.9.10
2.9.20

2.10
210.1
2.10.2
2.10.20

211
2111
211.2
2.11.10
2.11.20
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Glass manufacture

Glassmaking

Bottle manufacture

Manufacture of glass products

Direction, supervision of glass manufacture
Precious metals and jewelry

Gold and silver products

Jewelry

Instrument making

Clock and watch making

Scientific instruments

Musical instruments

Optical instruments, incl. spectacles

Medical instruments

Instruments, other

Chemical, soap, adhesives, manufacture
Dye industries

Paint manufacture

Salt industries

Gunpowder and explosives

Soap manufacture

Match manufacture

Size, glue, paste, grease, wax making

Candle manufacture

India rubber, gutta percha manufacture
Chemical industries, other

Direction, supervision in chemical industries
Iron and steel manufacture and products
Smith

Iron manufacture

Steel manufacture

Iron and stedl products, major categories

Iron and steel processing

Iron and steel products, other

Direction, supervision in industries producing iron and steel products
Non-ferrous metal manufacture and products
Lead, zinc manufacture

Tin manufacture

Copper manufacture

Brass manufacture

Non-ferrous metal products

Non-ferrous metal working

Direction, supervision in industries producing non-ferrous metal products
Machine making, engineering, tool manufacture
Machine making

Tool, implement making

Engineering

Direction, supervision in machine making, etc.
Road transport vehicles

Coach building

Cart building

Road vehicles, other

Direction, supervision of coach and cart building

212
212.1
212.2
212.3
2.12.20

2.13
213.1
213.2

214
214.1
214.2
214.3
214.4
214.5
2.14.10

215
2151
215.2
215.3
215.4
215.5
215.6
215.7
2.15.8
215.9
2.15.10
2.15.20

2.16
2.16.0
216.1
2.16.2
2.16.3
2.16.4
2.16.10
2.16.20

217
217.1
217.2
217.3
217.4
217.5

2.17.6
2.17.20

2.18
218.1
2.18.2
2.18.3
2.18.20

2.19
219.1
219.2
2.19.10
2.19.20



Boat and ship building

2.20

Ship building 220.1
Boat, barge building 2.20.2
Direction, supervision of ship building 2.20.20
Rail transport vehicles 221
Engine building 221.1
Carriage and waggon building 221.2
Rail transport vehicles, other 2.21.10
Direction, supervision of rail transport vehicle building 2.21.20
Brick and tile manufacture 222
Brick and tile making 222.1
Direction, supervision of brick and tilemaking 2.22.20
Stone processing industries 2.23
Stone processing 223.1
Cement manufacture 223.2
Plaster manufacture 223.3
Lime burning 223.4
Other stone products 2.23.10
Direction, supervision of stone processing 2.23.20
Building and construction 224
Building 224.1
Bricklaying 2.24.2
Masonry 224.3
Carpentry 224.4
Slater, tiler, thatcher 224.5
Plasterer, painter, decorator 2.24.6
Plumber, glazier 2.24.7
Construction, public works, etc. 2.24.8
Other building and construction 2.24.10
Direction, supervision of building and construction 2.24.20
Gas, coke, water, sewage industries 2.25
Gas manufacture 225.1
Coke manufacture 2.25.2
Tar manufacture 225.3
Water and sewage industry 225.4
Gas, coke, water industries, other 2.25.10
Direction, supervision in gas, coke, water industries 2.25.20
Minor manufacturing 2.26
Minor manufactures 226.1
Minor trading 227
Minor trades 227.1
Minor trades, other 2.27.1.10
Secondary occupations, unspecific 2.50
Secondary, unspecific 250.1
TERTIARY 3-6
Dealers 3
Dealersin the raw products of land and water 3.1
Dealersin grain and vegetables 311
Desdlersin live animals and hides, skins, fur, bone, etc. 3.1.2
Dealersin wood, timber 3.14
Desdlersin fish 3.15
Dealersin other products of land and water 3.110



Dealersin coal and minerals

Coal, coke, tar deders

Dealersin non-ferrous ores

Iron ore dealer

Dealersin quarry products

Dedlersin minerals, other

Dealersin food, drink, tobacco
Dealersin cereal products

Dealersin fruit, vegetable products
Dealersin meat, fish, poultry
Dealersin dairy products

Dealersin alcoholic drinks

Dealersin soft drinks

Tea, coffee, etc. dealers

Tobacco dealers

Other dealersin food, drink, tobacco
Dealersin clothing and footwear
Dealersin clothing

Dealersin hats, gloves, stockings
Dealersin boots and shoes

Other deadlersin clothing, footwear
Dealersin textile products

Dealersin woollen and worsted products
Dealersin cotton and cotton products
Dealersin flax, linen, jute products
Dealersin silk and silk products
Dedlersin lace

Other dedlersin textiles

Dealersin wood products

Dedlersin furniture

Fence, lath, hurdle dealers

Barrel, cask dedlers

Cork deadler

Other dealersin wood products
Dealersin leather, hair, bone, straw products
Dealersin leather and leather products
Dealersin fur products

Dealersin bone, horn products
Dealersin hair, feather products
Dealersin rope

Dealersin straw, rush products

Other dedlersin leather, etc. products
Dealersin furnishings

Carpet, mat, rug dealers

Dealersin soft furnishings

Other dealersin furnishings
Dealersin paper and paper products
Dealersin paper

Dealersin paper products

Other dealersin paper and paper products
Dealersin printing and publishing products
Book dealer

Other dealersin printing and publishing products

3.2
3.21
3.2.2
3.2.5
3.2.7
3.2.10

3.3
3.31
3.3.2
3.3.3
3.3.4
3.3.5
3.3.6
3.3.7
3.3.8
3.3.10

3.4
3.4.1
3.4.2
3.4.3
3.4.10

3.5
3.5.1
3.5.2
3.5.3
3.5.4
3.5.5
3.5.10

3.6
3.6.1
3.6.2
3.6.3
3.6.4
3.6.10

3.7
3.7.1
3.7.2
3.7.3
3.7.4
3.7.5
3.7.6
3.7.10

3.8
3.8.1
3.8.2
3.8.10

3.9
3.9.1
3.9.2
3.9.10

3.10
3.10.2

3.10.10



Dealersin earthenware, pottery
Dedlersin earthenware

Dealersin pottery, chinaware

Dealersin glass and glass products
Dealersin glass

Bottle dealer

Dealersin glass products

Dealersin precious metals and jewelry
Gold, silver dealers

Jewelry dealers

Dealersin instruments

Dealersin clocks and watches

Dedlersin scientific instruments
Dealersin musical instruments
Dealersin optical instruments, spectacles
Other instrument dealers

Dealersin chemicals and chemical products
Dealersin drugs

Dealersin dyes

Paint dealer

Salt dealer

Dealersin explosives

Soap deadler

Match dealer

Size, glue, paste, grease, wax dealers
Candle dealer

India rubber, gutta percha dealers

Other dealersin chemicals

Dealersin iron and steel, and iron and steel products
Iron dealer

Steel dedler

Dealersiniron and steel products, major categories
Dealersiniron and steel products, other
Dealersin non-ferrous metal products
Lead and zinc dedlers

Tin dealer

Copper dealer

Brass dealer

Dealersin non-ferrous metal products, other
Dealersin machines, tools

Dealersin machines

Dealersin tools, implements

Dealersin marine stores

Dealersin bricks, tiles

Brick and tile dealers

Dealersin stone and stone products
Cement dealer

Other dealersin stone products
Dealersin building materials

Dealersin coke, tar, water, etc.
Dealersin minor manufacturing products
Dealersin minor manufactures

Dealers, other

311
3111
311.2

3.12
312.1
312.2
3.12.3

3.13
313.1
3.13.2

3.14
314.1
3.14.2
3.14.3
314.4
3.14.10

3.15
3.15.0
315.1
3.15.2
3.15.3
315.4
3.15.5
3.15.6
315.7
3.15.8
3.15.9
3.15.10

3.16
3.16.1
3.16.2
3.16.3
3.16.10

3.17
317.1
3.17.2
3.17.3
317.4
3.17.10

3.18
3.18.1
3.18.2

3.20

3.22
322.1

3.23
3.23.2
3.23.10

3.24

3.25

3.26
3.26.1

3.28



Selers

Sellers of coal and minerals

Coal, coke, tar seller

Sdllers of food, drink, tobacco
Shopkeeper, grocer, chandler
Sellers of cereal products

Sellers of fruit, vegetable products
Sellers of meat, fish, poultry
Sellers of dairy products

Sellers of acoholic drinks

Sellers of soft drinks

Tea, coffee, etc. sellers

Tobacco seller

Other sellers of food, drink, tobacco
Sellers of clothing and footwear
Sellers of clothing

Sellers of hats, gloves, stockings
Sellers of boots and shoes

Other sellers of clothing, footwear
Sellers of textile products

Sellers of woollen, worsted products
Sellers of cotton products

Sellers of linen, jute products
Sellers of silk products

Sellers of lace goods

Sellers of other textile products
Sellers of wood products

Furniture sellers

Fence, lath, hurdle sellers

Cork sellers

Brush sellers

Other sellers of wood products
Sellers of leather, hair, bone, straw products
Sellers of |leather products

Sellers of fur products

Sellers of bone, horn products
Sellers of hair, feather products
Rope seller

Sellers of straw, rush products
Other sellers of leather, etc. products
Sellers of furnishings

Carpet, mat, rug sellers

Sellers of soft furnishings

Other sellers of furnishings

Sellers of paper products

Sellers of printing and publishing products
Bookseller, newsagent

Other sellers of printing products
Sellers of earthenware and pottery
Earthenware sellers

Pottery, chinaware sellers

4.2
4.2.1
4.3
4.3.0
4.3.1
4.3.2
4.3.3
4.3.4
4.3.5
4.3.6
4.3.7
4.3.8
4.3.10
4.4
4.4.1
4.4.2
4.4.3
4.4.10
4.5
4.5.1
4.5.2
4.5.3
4.5.4
4.5.5
4.5.10
4.6
4.6.1
4.6.2
4.6.4
4.6.5
4.6.10
4.7
4.7.1
4.7.2
4.7.3
4.7.4
4.7.5
4.7.6
4.7.10
4.8
4.8.1
4.8.2
4.8.10
4.9
4.10
4.10.2
4.10.10
411
411.1
411.2



Sellers of glass and glass products

Bottle seller

Sellers of glass products

Sellers of precious metal products and jewelry
Gold and silver products sellers

Jeweller

Sellers of instruments

Sellers of clocks and watches

Sellers of scientific instruments

Sellers of musical instruments

Sellers of optical instruments, spectacles
Sellers of other instruments

Sellers of chemical products

Chemist

Paint seller

Salt seller

Soap seller

Match seller

Size, glue, paste, grease, wax sellers
Candle seller

Sellers of other chemical products

Sellers of iron and steel products
Ironmonger

Sellers of iron and steel products, major categories
Sellers of metal products, other

Sellers of non-ferrous metal products
Sellers of non-ferrous metal products, other
Sellers of marine stores

Sellers of stone products

Sellers of minor manufacturing products
Small traders

Itinerant small traders

Pawnbroker

Small traders, other

Services and professions

Transport

Road transport

Canal, river transport

Sea transport

Rail transport

Docks, warehouses, storage facilities
Porter

Messenger

Othersin transport

Hotels, restaurants, public houses, lodging houses
Public houses

Hotels, inns

Restaurants

Lodging, boarding houses

412
412.2
412.3

4.13
413.1
4.13.2

4.14
414.1
4.14.2
4.14.3
4.14.4
4.14.10

4.15
4.15.0
4.15.2
4.15.3
4.15.5
4.15.6
4.15.7
4.15.8
4.15.10

4.16
4.16.0
4.16.3
4.16.10

417
4.17.5

4.20

4.23

4.26

4.27
4.27.1
4.27.2
4.27.10

51
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
15
1.6
1.7
5.1.10
52
521
522
523
524

g oo oaoaoaa



Entertainment

Theatre

Music

Sport

Entertainment, other

Other serviceindustries
Hairdressing

Laundry work

Undertaker

Refuse collection

Chimney sweeping
Watchman, lamplighter, timekeeper, etc.
Street cleaner

Knife grinder

Pest control

Service industries, other
Domestic service

Servant

Cook

Kitchen staff

Butler, house steward
Housekeeper

Footman

Domestic service, other
Financial, commercial, administrative services
Clerical services

Banking

Financial services

Broker, agent, contractor, etc.
Supervisor, overseer, manager
Administrative offices
Commercia traveller

Other financial, commercial, administrative services

Other owners, etc.

Professions

Legal profession

Medical profession

Ministers, priests, etc.

Teaching

Scientific professions

Artistic professions

Professions relating to construction
Public, government, church service
Church service

Parish, town officer

County, local officer

Inland revenue service

Customs and excise service

Post office service

Civil service

Armed forces

Army

Navy

10

5.3
531
532
53.3
5.3.10

54
54.1
54.2
54.3
54.4
54.5
54.6
54.7
54.8
5.4.9
5.4.10

55
551
55.2
55.3
554
55.5
55.6
5.5.10

5.6
5.6.0
56.1
5.6.2
56.3
5.6.4
56.5
5.6.6
5.6.10
5.7.10

5.8
581
5.8.2
583
58.4
58.5
5.8.6
587

59
5901
5.9.2
59.3
594
59.5
5.9.6
59.7

5.10
510.1
5.10.2



Titled, gentleman

Gentleman

Titled

Without occupation or unstated
No stated occupation
Uncertain occupation

Without occupation

Resident, sojourner, tenant, etc.
Vagrant

Pauper

Sick, crippled

Pensioner, dependent

Prisoner

Student

Foreigner, visitor, stranger, etc.
Gipsy

Others without occupation

11

511
511.1
511.2

6.1

6.2

6.3
6.3.1
6.3.2
6.3.3
6.3.4
6.3.5
6.3.6
6.3.7
6.3.8
6.3.9
6.3.10
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